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We are born alone, and we die alone.
Alone we arrive and alone we depart.
Śākyamuni (The Buddha)

午前 受付8:3

2:00（土曜日11:00）

08 The Ōtani Mausoleum

     
After Shinran’s death on January 9, 1263, his body was
brought to Toribeno in Higashiyama and cremated. It is
said that his cremated bones were gathered up by his
disciples and interred in Ōtaninochi at the western foot of
Higashiyama. Ten years later, in 1272, his youngest
daughter Kakushinni obtained his disciples’ cooperation
and reburied his remains to the north of the Yoshimizu
hermitage, where Shinran had met his teacher Hōnen. A
mausoleum was built and Shinran’s image enshrined
there, and that was the origin of the Ōtani Mausoleum and
the beginning of the Honganji. Afterwards, the Honganji
went through many transformations, and the present-day
Ōtani Mausoleum was built near the site of the former
grave.
In India, where Śākyamuni was born, there are no
graves holding remains. Followers of both Hinduism and
Buddhism set the cremated bones and ashes adrift down
the Ganges River. For Hindus, the Ganges River is an
incarnation of Shiva, so setting the cremated remains
down the Ganges River means to merge them with Shiva.
In spite of that custom, in Śākyamuni’s case, a struggle
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over his bones occurred when they were collected, and
people vied with each other to build large stupas in many
places to hold his ashes and bones. Thus, as Buddhism
spread, stupas and five-story pagodas were built in Southeast Asia, China, and Japan as well. These testify to
Śākyamuni’s eminence, and how his illustrious memory
inspired people. These also express the gratitude that
people who greatly esteem Śākyamuni feel. Shinran said,
“When I die, cast my body into the Kamo River and feed it
to the fish.” However, it is certainly true that it was the
support of people who admired Shinran’s illustrious
memory, just as they admired Śākyamuni’s, that such a
splendid mausoleum was built and that worshippers never
cease to visit it.
In addition to Shinran’s, the remains of successive
generations of chief priests of the Honganji, priests of
temples from throughout Japan, and believers are interred
in the Ōtani Mausoleum. The Mausoleum is supported by
many followers who revere the image of Shinran, who
followed Buddhist teachings together with all humanity,
whose fate is to suffer.
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